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United States. The church has shared 
its Indian heritage with the city of 
Southfield through participation in 
several ethnic festivals. The parish has 
also held numerous fundraisers to ben-
efit the Missions of Charity, the Amer-
ican Red Cross, the Gujarat Earth-
quake Relief, and various other char-
ities in India. In addition, St. Thomas 
Orthodox Church has also provided 
service to the city of Southfield by par-
ticipating in city beautification ef-
forts. 

The Apostle Thomas brought Christi-
anity to the southern Indian state of 
Kerala in 52 A.D. The people of the re-
gion founded the Malankara Orthodox 
Church to maintain his teachings. Dur-
ing the 1970s, many people from this re-
gion emigrated to the United States. 
Settling in the Detroit area, these in-
dustrious immigrants formed a con-
gregation and began to hold prayer 
meetings in their homes. 

In 1978, the Senior Metropolitan of 
the American Diocese, His Grace Dr. 
Thomas Mar Makarios, welcomed the 
congregation into the Malankara Or-
thodox Church as the St. Thomas Or-
thodox Church of India, Detroit. Since 
then, Rev. Father Philip Jacob, vicar 
of the parish, has led the congregation, 
and under his leadership the congrega-
tion has grown and prospered. On Sep-
tember 26, 1990, they bought a building 
of their own, and the congregation has 
grown to over 460 members. 

I would like to commend the vicar of 
St. Thomas Orthodox Church, Rev. Fa-
ther Philip Jacob, for his excellent 
leadership in maintaining the spirit 
and unity among the congregation. I 
take great pride in recognizing the con-
tributions that St. Thomas Orthodox 
Church has made to its community, 
and I know my colleagues will join me 
in saluting the accomplishments of St. 
Thomas Orthodox Church of India and 
in wishing it continued success in the 
future.∑

f 

COMMENDING THE PRUDENTIAL 
SPIRIT OF COMMUNITY AWARD 
HONOREES 

∑ Mr. CARPER. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Sonide Blanchard and Jeffrey 
Lawson for being selected as two of the 
Nation’s top youth volunteers in the 
eighth annual Prudential Spirit of 
Community Awards. This is an extraor-
dinary honor. More than 24,000 young 
people across the country were consid-
ered for this recognition this year. 

The Prudential Spirit of Community 
Awards, created by Prudential Finan-
cial in partnership with the National 
Association of Secondary School Prin-
cipals, NASSP, constitutes America’s 
largest youth recognition program 
based exclusively on volunteerism. The 
awards are designed to emphasize the 
importance that our Nation places on 
service to others and to encourage 
young Americans of all backgrounds to 
contribute to their communities. 

Sonide Blanchard of Seaford and 
Jeffery Lawson of Newark have been 

selected as Delaware’s top youth volun-
teers for 2003. As State Honorees, each 
received a $1,000 award, an engraved 
silver medallion and a trip to Wash-
ington, DC from May 3, 2003 to May 6, 
2003 for the program’s national recogni-
tion events. I am proud that they rep-
resented the State of Delaware. 

Seventeen-year-old Sonide, a senior 
at Seaford High School, devotes a sig-
nificant amount of her time to tutor-
ing Haitian students in the English as 
a Second Language, ESL, program at 
her school. She also serves as a trans-
lator for both students and adults. 
When she was younger, Sonide began 
translating for her mother and realized 
how much that helped her. She soon 
was translating for people throughout 
the Haitian community. ‘‘I feel that I 
am helping the community rise, and I 
am helping the Haitian people adapt to 
a new culture,’’ she said. Later, she was 
inspired by her French teacher not 
only to translate, but to tutor other 
students as well. She now spends 2 
hours a day working with ESL students 
to help them succeed in school despite 
their limited English skills. Dedication 
and a strong sense of responsibility 
have been key to her accomplishments. 

Jeffrey Lawson, a 13-year-old seventh 
grader at St. Edmonds Academy in Wil-
mington, is a peer mentor to second-
grade children who are in special edu-
cation. He also volunteers with the 
Delaware Special Olympics. While at-
tending elementary school, Jeffrey vol-
unteered in a special education class by 
reading books to students and giving 
up his recess time to mentor the chil-
dren. After Jeffrey transferred to a pri-
vate school, he missed the kids with 
whom he had worked and decided to go 
back and volunteer. Jeffrey was able to 
volunteer 20 days last year. ‘‘Volun-
teering is important because it teaches 
kindness and good citizenship,’’ said 
Jeffrey. He receives much of his inspi-
ration from the children he mentors. 

Today, I rise to congratulate Sonide 
and Jeffrey. These two youngsters are 
fine examples of community spirit and 
leadership. They serve as role models 
not only to their peers, but to all of us, 
as well as to the people they’ve 
touched through community service.∑
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IN MEMORY OF ISADORE LOURIE 
∑ Mr. HOLLINGS. Mr. President, last 
month the citizens of South Carolina 
lost a legend with the passing of 
Isadore Lourie, and I wish to recognize 
the most progressive lawmaker our 
State has ever known. 

Izzy served three decades in the 
South Carolina statehouse. He came in 
1964, right after my term as Governor 
was up, and back then the statehouse 
was made up of a bunch of segregation-
ists and right wingers. But Izzy had a 
conscience, and he had a heart. He 
came in with this passion to turn 
things around for African-Americans 
and poor white citizens, and nobody 
was going to stop him. 

He led a group with Dick Riley and 
Joe Riley that became known as the 

Young Turks. They backed school inte-
gration and smoothed the road for 
bringing blacks and whites together in 
a calm way. Then they passed legisla-
tion in education, in health care, in 
economic development, in consumer 
protection, and the like. They may 
have been up against a brick wall of 
old-time thinking, but that didn’t stop 
them from passing a progressive agen-
da that has had a profound impact on 
my State. 

This Senator will miss this very gen-
erous gentleman, and I want to share 
our Nation’s sympathy to his wife 
Susan, and their children and grand-
children. To share with my colleagues 
just how much Izzy meant to all of us 
back home, I ask that this article 
about Izzy from The State, in Colum-
bia, SC, be printed in the RECORD. 

The article follows:
[From the State, Apr. 26, 2003] 

HUNDREDS SAY GOODBYE TO BELOVED LEGIS-
LATOR; LOURIE REMEMBERED AS S.C. PRO-
GRESSIVE WHO FOUGHT THE GOOD FIGHT 

(By Valerie Bauerlein) 
Only in America, Isadore Lourie would say. 
Only in America would the son of immi-

grants become one of the most powerful men 
in a state, by knowing the law and by loving 
justice. 

Only in America would a freshman legis-
lator in the segregated 1960s stand up to the 
General Assembly’s status quo, and say 
‘‘enough’’—if we introduce white students 
who come to our gallery to watch justice 
work, we must introduce black students as 
well. 

And perhaps only in America—his favorite 
phrase—would almost a thousand people ar-
rive two hours early, park in the middle of 
the road, and pack Beth Shalom Synagogue 
to say goodbye to Isadore Lourie, a man who 
never said ‘‘no’’ to someone in need, not the 
elderly, the poor, strangers, friends. 

Lourie, 70, died Thursday after a trying 
battle with progressive supranuclear palsy, a 
rare brain disorder related to Parkinson’s 
disease. He suffered but he endured, his fam-
ily said at his funeral, living life throughout. 

Three weeks ago he was spotted at his 
grandson Sam’s baseball game, screaming at 
the ref. 

He was still enjoying a history class that 
he helped start. Lourie’s imagination took 
him back with Daniel in the lion’s den, 
Moses in Egypt. 

‘‘Confined to a wheelchair, he still soared,’’ 
said Rabbi Hesh Epstein of Chabad of South 
Carolina, an outreach and educational orga-
nization. 

Lourie was a state House member and 
state senator from 1964 to 1992, lauded as a 
progressive who forced the state forward on 
civil rights when it preferred not to move. 
He authored legislation on public housing, 
affirmative action and aging. 

He also was a loving husband to his wife, 
Susan, a devoted father and grandfather, and 
a dedicated believer. 

‘‘He was a great gentleman from a great 
state, but let us not forget, a great Jewish 
gentleman from a great state,’’ said Rabbi 
Philip Silverstein of Beth Shalom. 

Lourie’s sons had hoped to take him on a 
vacation last August for his 70th birthday. 
He knew his time was drawing short. 

They talked of taking him somewhere spe-
cial, perhaps the Bahamas. But his son 
Lance told mourners that his father pre-
ferred to stay in Columbia and come to Beth 
Shalom: ‘‘He said he wanted to stay here, in 
this room, and that’s what he did, and he was 
happy.’’ 
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Almost a thousand people packed the syna-

gogue, which is shaped like a butterfly, with 
the rabbi and other speakers in the center. 
The wings were lined with hundreds of people 
in chairs and pews, and dozens more standing 
along the walls. 

And although he was a public figure, and 
there were people spilling out into the hall-
way, the funeral was an intimate, almost a 
family, affair. 

Isadore Lourie’s three sons eulogized him, 
fighting sobs. 

His oldest son, Lance, said he remembered 
angry phone calls at the dinner table during 
the 1960s, when his father was fighting un-
popular fights. 

‘‘He said, ’I will not be intimidated, and I 
will not be bullied,’ and he wouldn’t,’’ Lance 
said. ‘‘He would not let his efforts on what he 
thought to be right to be thwarted.’’ 

He told how his father loved the phrase, 
‘‘only in America,’’ and what a privilege it 
was to have the opportunity to fight for 
causes. 

His middle son, Joel, said too often, people 
say when they have lost someone that they 
wish they had done this or said that. 

‘‘My only wish is that he would not have 
gotten sick,’’ said Joel, his voice cracking. 
‘‘And we could’ve extended the great times 
we had together.’’ 

Joel, a state representative since 1998, said 
his father was one of God’s special servants. 

‘‘I know that if not now, then soon, he will 
be organizing and giving directions up in 
heaven and doing good work,’’ Joel said. 

The youngest son, Neal, shared his father’s 
law practice and said he would miss his hero, 
his motivation, his partner, and most impor-
tantly, his father. 

‘‘My family used to always say that our fa-
ther could hear everything, no matter what 
he was doing,’’ Neal said. That was whether 
he was working or sleeping (and snoring), in 
sight or out of sight. 

‘‘So I say this to my dad, as he rests peace-
fully in God’s hands today, that I know he 
can hear me. Thank you, God bless you, I 
love you.’’∑
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MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 3:17 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following bills, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 1904. An act to improve the capacity 
of the Secretary of Agriculture and the Sec-
retary of the Interior to plan and conduct 
hazardous fuels reduction projects on Na-
tional Forest System lands and Bureau of 
Land Management lands aimed at protecting 
communities, watersheds, and certain other 
at-risk lands from catastrophic wildfire, to 
enhance efforts to protect watersheds and 
address threats to forest and rangeland 
health, including catastrophic wildfire, 
across the landscape, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 1925. An act to reauthorize programs 
under the Runaway and Homeless Youth Act 
and the Missing Children’s Assistance Act, 
and for other purposes.

The message also announced that the 
House agrees to the amendments of the 
Senate to the bill (H.R. 1298) to provide 
assistance to foreign countries to com-
bat HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, and ma-
laria, and for other purposes. 

The message further announced that 
pursuant to section 201(b) of the Inter-
national Religious Freedom Act of 1998 
(22 U.S.C. 6431 note), as amended by 
section 681(b) of the Foreign Relations 

Authorization Act, Fiscal Year 2003 (22 
U.S.C. 2651 note), and the order of the 
House of January 8, 2003, the Speaker 
reappoints the following member on 
the part of the House of Representa-
tives to the Commission on Inter-
national Religious Freedom for a 2-
year term ending May 14, 2005. 
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ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 

The following enrolled bills, pre-
viously signed by the Speaker of the 
House, were signed on today, May 21, 
2003, by the President pro tempore (Mr. 
STEVENS):

S. 243. An act concerning the participation 
of Taiwan in the World Health Organization. 

S. 870. An act to amend the Richard B. 
Russell National School Lunch Act to extend 
the availability of funds to carry out the 
fruit and vegetable pilot program. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bills, previously re-
ceived from the House of Representa-
tives for concurrence, were read the 
first and second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 255. An act to authorize the Secretary 
of the Interior to grant an easement to fa-
cilitate access to the Lewis and Clark Inter-
pretive Center in Nebraska City, Nebraska; 
to the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

H.R. 1012. An act to establish the Carter G. 
Woodson Home National Historic Site in the 
District of Columbia, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

The following bills were read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 1904. An act to improve the capacity 
of the Secretary of Agriculture and the Sec-
retary of the Interior to plan and conduct 
hazardous fuels reduction projects on Na-
tional Forest System lands and Bureau of 
Land Management lands aimed at protecting 
communities, watersheds, and certain other 
at-risk lands from catastrophic wildfire, to 
enhance efforts to protect watersheds and 
address threats to forest and rangeland 
health, including catastrophic wildfire, 
across the landscape, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry. 

H.R. 1925. An act to reauthorize programs 
under the Runaway and Homeless Youth Act 
and the Missing Children’s Assistance Act, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 
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ENROLLED BILL PRESENTED 

The Secretary of the Senate reported 
that on today, May 21, 2003, she had 
presented to the President of the 
United States the following enrolled 
bill:

S. 243. An act concerning the participation 
of Taiwan in the World Health Organization.
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EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communication was 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and was referred as indicated:

EC–2406. A communication from the Chair-
man, Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a letter relative to the acceptance of Lith-
uania to the North Atlantic Treaty Organi-
zation, received on May 9, 2003; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations.

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

The following reports of committees 
were submitted:

By Mr. INHOFE, from the Committee on 
Environment and Public Works, without 
amendment: 

S. 515. A bill to provide additional author-
ity to the Office of Ombudsman of the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency (Rept. No. 108–
50). 

By Mr. GREGG, from the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions, 
with amendments: 

S. 313. A bill to amend the Federal Food, 
Drug, and Cosmetic Act to establish a pro-
gram of fees relating to animal drugs (Rept. 
No. 108–51). 

By Mr. ROBERTS, from the Committee on 
Intelligence: 

Special Report entitled ‘‘Committee Ac-
tivities of the Select Committee on Intel-
ligence, United States Senate, January 3, 
2001, to November 22, 2002’’ (Rept. No. 108–52). 

By Mr. LUGAR, from the Committee on 
Foreign Relations, without amendment: 

H.R. 192. A bill to amend the Microenter-
prise for Self-Reliance Act of 2000 and the 
Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 to increase as-
sistance for the poorest people in developing 
countries under microenterprise assistance 
programs under those Acts, and for other 
purposes. 

By Mr. LUGAR, from the Committee on 
Foreign Relations, without amendment and 
with a preamble: 

S. Con. Res. 7. A concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of Congress that the sharp 
escalation of anti-Semitic violence within 
many participating States of the Organiza-
tion for Security and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE) is of profound concern and efforts 
should be undertaken to prevent future oc-
currences.

f

EXECUTIVE REPORTS OF 
COMMITTEES 

The following executive reports of 
committees were submitted:

By Mr. COCHRAN for the Committee on 
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

*Lowell Junkins, of Iowa, to be a Member 
of the Board of Directors of the Federal Agri-
cultural Mortgage Corporation. 

*Glen Klippenstein, of Missouri, to be a 
Member of the Board of Directors of the Fed-
eral Agricultural Mortgage Corporation. 

*Julia Bartling, of South Dakota, to be a 
Member of the Board of Directors of the Fed-
eral Agricultural Mortgage Corporation. 

By Mr. LUGAR for the Committee on For-
eign Relations. 

*Jeffrey Lunstead, of the District of Co-
lumbia, a Career Member of the Senior For-
eign Service, Class of Minister-Counselor, to 
be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of America 
to the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri 
Lanka, and to serve concurrently and with-
out additional compensation as Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the 
United States of America to the Republic of 
Maldives. 

(The following is a list of all members of 
my immediate family and their spouses. I 
have asked each of these persons to inform 
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